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AKT. VIII.—Notes on the ancient City of Balabhipura. By
B. A. R. NICHOLSON, ESQ. Bombay Medical Service.

[Read 5th April, 1851.]

IN travelling through the eastern part of the province of Kattiawar,
and in that division of it called Goheilwar [See Fig. A), after having
traversed an extensive, perfectly level, and for the most part a desert
plain, in a course from the north-west to the south-east, I found
myself suddenly passing through a jungly tract of country, the vege-
tation of which, with the exception of gramina, was entirely com-
posed of pilu bushes or trees, as they are named in the north-west of
India—the (^>J\^) ark, of the Arabs {Salvadora Persica of Linnseus).
The surface of the country, through which my route had previously
lain, was dotted here and there with a solitary tree of the Acacia
Arabica, and consisted of a very deep alluvial soil, as evinced by the
banks of several nalas and small river-courses, many of these con-
taining a good volume of water; but from the almost complete level
on which they run, all are very sluggish in their movements.
Most of these streams, and also of the soil, are impregnated with salt,
which in some parts covers the surface of the earth with an efflo-
rescence like that of a strong hoar-frost. These streams all run to
the eastward, to empty themselves into the gulf of Cambay; but, long
ere reaching it, most of them are lost in the soft sandy soil in the
vicinity of that arm of the sea.

The jungle of pilu is of great extent, and the road runs through
it for upwards of a mile, at a rough computation. This jungle now
occupies the site of what was once a very large city. The surface is
in some places strewn with the debris of red burnt bricks, that bear
all the marks of having been composed of clay mixed with straw or
grass, like the Hebrew task-made bricks of ancient Egypt, though
the latter were only sun-dried.

The pilu trees, many of them two feet in the diameter of the
stem, were each growing on the apex of a small mound, most pro-
bably formed by the accumulation of dust, of which much is carried
about by the wind during the hot season of the year, and the trunks
of the trees would form a nucleus for its collection. These monte-
cules were clothed with grass, which still retained some verdure
owing to the kindly shade of the tree surmounting it. One pecu-
liarity in this assemblage of the Salvadora Persica on this spot, is that
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the tree is by no means common in the country immediately round
about this place: none had occurred, for a long distance, before reach-
ing this spot, nor do any occur to the southward, at least till we reach
the village of Chumarwara.

In the midst of this jungle there is a circular inclosure (See Fig. B,
No. I)1 of about fifteen feet in diameter, much resembling the temple
iuclosures of the Gonds in the south of India, evidently devoted to
religious ceremonies. It is sunk about twenty inches in the ground,
and is surrounded, to that height, reaching to the surface of the earth,
by a wall of ancient red bricks, in shape like those we at present use,
and, as will be seen by the accompanying rough sketch, the floor is

Fig. B.

paved with red brick. In the east face of the surrounding wall is a
niche (See Fig. B, No. 2) containing the wreck of some obliterated
figure, of which nothing can now be made out. In the centre of the
floor rises the top of what in appearance is a large granite globe,

1 There is a similar temple in the rajah's garden at Bhownuggur.
L 2
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about three feet in diameter, and about eighteen inches high above
the pavement {See Fig. B, No. 3).1

This circle is kept very clean, and is evidently in some way or
another in connection with the religious formulae of the country.
But I regret that I could arrive at no intelligible account of the
same.

There can be little doubt that this Druidical temple is a com-
paratively recent erection of ancient materials.

Near this circle extensive excavations were made and making for
the purpose of extracting, from under a superincumbent depth of from
twelve to eighteen feet of earth, large, oblong, square red and yellow
fire-baked bricks, similar to those brought from the banks of the
Euphrates, being the remains (as I ascertained from the thakur of
Wallay) of a town partly built on and almost entirely built of, the
ruins of the ancient city of Balabhipura.

For nearly two years (for so long only have they been acquainted
with the existence of these brick mines) have a considerable number of
men been collecting and selling these bricks for building in the neigh-
bouring villages and towns—some being shipped on the Karri, a
branch from the gulf of Cambay, are carried to Bhownuggur, the
capital of the country. As far as my examination went, the soil was
unmixed with fossils, or even with the debris of the ruins it had
buried.

The broken bricks seen on the road must have formed part of
some building of height which had not been submerged, and which
the corroding hand of time had subsequently levelled, if it had not
been done by the natives of Wallay to assist in building their town.

I observed in the excavations, several floors of houses, paved with
large yellow bricks, which remained on their primitive level, attesting
that at least they had not been overthrown by any great convulsion
of nature, though such an occurrence may have been the actual cause
of their ruin; of which we have an example in the village of Sindri,
near the mouth of the Indus, which, after the great earthquake of
1819 (of which we have never yet had a satisfactory account, and if
there was no deeply hidden connection between the two, still it is
curious to know that an earthquake took place at the same time in
Mexico, and I believe also in Sumatra,) sunk down to a depth of
twelve or fifteen feet, and was immediately submerged in a lake that

1 At first sight it struck me that this might be the top of some monument of
the ancient city; and it may be so, for this circular enclosure is built on the
ground over the ruins of the city.
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now occupies its site, in the midst of which, not many years ago,
parts of the walls were visible. If, in after-times, a rising of the
ground about Sindri should occur, or if the water of the lake should
find an outlet, we should be furnished with a perfect resemblance in
condition to the city we are treating of.

To return again to Balabhipura:—the side walls of some of the
houses are yet standing to the height of a foot or so.

At a short distance to the west of the circular inclosure lies a
nandi (figure of a Brdhmani bull) of the full size of nature, well formed
of polished granite, but split longitudinally in two halves, the act, it
is said, of a padshah of Delhi in search of treasure; but if it was the
deed of a Mussulman iconoclast, more likely he was incited to it by
religious zeal.

Further west, on the side of a quarry-like hollow, about twenty
feet deep and forty in diameter, stands a square-looking pillar (See
Fig. C, No. 1) strongly built of red' burnt brick and mortar, one side
of which is covered by, and lost to sight in, the soil. On the top of
this mass of masonry stands an enormous lingam Cl v j ) (See Fig.
C, No. 2) of one solid piece of polished granite, evidently not in its
original position, being out of the perpendicular; and its square
pedestal (See Fig. C, No. 3) of the same material, lies half-buried at
the bottom of the excavation. The lower half of the ling, as will be
seen by the accompanying sketch, is squared, and about three feet in
diameter; the top part is circular, and rounded off at the end. This
stone had also, according to fame, been dismounted by the same devas-
tating Delhi padshah, and had been exhumed and placed in its
present position by one of the ancestors of the thakur of Wallay.

It is probable that these granite monuments may not be of the
same antiquity as the ruins of the city, or rather with the original
city: they seem to be of the same era as similar works discovered in
the south of India, but if coeval, the city would not prove one of very
remote antiquity. But it is probable that a change of religion, in-
grafted on one more ancient, has introduced them here.

About a quarter of a mile due west, and on the verge of the
jungle, a pile of large granite stones, overlying each other in a dis-
orderly manner, measuring ten feet long by three in breadth, and
about one foot in thickness, has been partly laid bare, by a torrent
having carried away part of a mound of earth which lay above them.
On the top of the mound, which is about six feet in depth of earth,
grow several very large nimb-trees, the Melia azadirackta. Many
similar stones are used as pillars and lintels, and promiscuously built
into some apparently ancient (though, in comparison with the sur-
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Fig. C.
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rounding ruins, modern) Hindu temples near the mound already
mentioned. Others of these stones have been set up, carved, and
used as palyads, bearing dates about 200 years ago. These are evi-
dently the remains of some large building which has shared the fate
of all things earthly.

The walls of the town of Wallay are in a great measure built of
cyclopean blocks of granite, which, it is said, were removed from an
ancient road or pier leading from Balabhipura to the karri or port.
The thakur stated that the karri anciently was much nearer the city
of Balabhipura than it is at present to its ruins, when a great trade
was carried on here. This would tend to show that the gulf of
Cambay is gradually being curtailed of its limits, a circumstance that
accords with the views I had adopted after examining the breccia
strata of the Island of Perim, situated in that gulf, the result of which
was communicated to and published by the Bombay Branch of the
Royal Asiatic Society, in 1840, in their Transactions.

The fact that the gulf is diminishing is also, I think, evinced by
the extensive and evidently sea-deserted tracts of downs at Dornus,
near the mouth of the river Tapi or Tapti.

On making inquiries of the thakur concerning the globular granite
stone in the centre of the circular temple, he stated that there is a
legend in his family ' that some one of his ancestors, in the hope of
finding treasure, had attempted to dig up the stone ; but after a hard
day's labour, on repairing to work in the morning, it was found that
the stone had, during the night, sunk just as deep in the soil as it was
before operations had been commenced against it. After several
futile attempts, the peculiar deity or genius loci appeared to the
covetous sinner during the night, and forbade him to pursue his
useless and sacrilegious attempts; and, in consequence, the natives
implicitly believe that no mortal efforts can remove this stone.

There is also a legend concerning the destruction of the city, to
the following effect:—" This country in ancient times was inhabited
by a race of people quite distinct from the present natives, when a
mendicant Brahman arrived at the gates, demanding food and lodging,
which having been rudely denied to the holy man, he took a cup of
water (though where he procured it this legend saith not), dashed it
against the walls, and at the same time uttering certain maledictions,
he shook the dust from his feet and departed;"—shortly afterwards
the whole city, together with its inhabitants, were swallowed up by
an earthquake, or some other destructive convulsion of nature. May
not this fable shadow out a Hindu conquest of this city prior to its
entombment in the bowels of the earth? And thus would be solved
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the apparent incongruity of the ling and nandi in connection with
the presumed remote antiquity of the city. But this surmise would
again perhaps be assigning a greater antiquity to these monuments
than they can claim.

On inquiry after antiquities, the thakur informed me that copper
household utensils, &c, had been found, which the labourers, who
pay him a small tribute, appropriated to themselves. Also, that
two copper plates, covered with inscriptions, had been discovered and
sent to Bhownuggur.

All the granite, of which such abundance has been used in the
building and decoration of this city, is said to have been obtained
from the Chumara hills, a group of granite peaks situated two or
three kos directly southward of the ruins.

The extreme antiquity of these ruins I think is proved, perhaps
not so much from the depth of the superincumbent soil which has
overwhelmed them (for this might be the work of a very short period
of time) as from the enormous size of the very slow growing Salvadora
Persica flourishing upon it; from the art of making such excellent
bricks of a mixture of straw and clay (for on breaking a fragment of
one of them, a great many tubular cavities are seen, running in all
directions through its substance); and from the use of these bricks
to pave the floors in their houses, so totally at variance with the know-
ledge and customs of the present race of Hindus, whose habits we have
been accustomed to consider as less changeable than the laws of the
Medes and Persians. These points indicate the antiquity of the ruins
more than the cyclopean dimensions and the fine workmanship of
the granite monuments, for we can with accuracy, I believe, date the
time when similar works of art" were produced in other parts of
India.

When the bricks are first dug out of the soil, they are saturated
with moisture, and are softish, but on being exposed to the sun,
resume their pristine hardness. The yellow bricks appear to be softer
than the red ones, and it is probable the former had been burnt in
straw, whilst the latter had been baked in cow-dung or wood fires.

I now proceeded to Chumarwara in order to examine the quarries
whence it is stated that Balabhipura had drawn her supplies. The
heat was excessive, and I despatched a native to look for and to
apprise me of the position of the quarries in the hills, whilst I rested
at the foot; but on his return he reported that he had not found any
such places. These singular-looking peaks, resembling islands rising
out of the water, consist of a light-coloured granite. The lower part
of the chief one, on which some portion of the village of Chumarwara
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is built (See Fig. D, No. 2), on the north-east side consists of immense
granite boulders, all more or less rounded oif at the ends and sides into
spheroids or oblong rollers, like rocks that have been long exposed to
the action of water. Several smaller hills, all very rngged, and betray-
ing in some places the columnar structure, are studded at some little
distances around the principal hill; but the visible parts of these
smaller ones are perfectly unconnected with the chief one, and the
ground (See Fig. D, No. 1) between them, from one hill to another, is
as level as the surface of water; and that it has been thus formed by
water there can exist no reasonable doubt, for from this point eastward
the Runn or water-deserted desert extends to the gulf of Cambay, now
several miles distant. I had no means of ascertaining the height
of these peaks, but should not think that the highest exceeded one
hundred feet; though on this point I may have been much mistaken,
and the mirage, which was in full force at the time, would not assist
me in my conjecture.

If there are really no quarries to be found on the exposed parts of
these peaks (but I do not put much dependance on the native's asser-
tions), it would lead us to infer that the catastrophe had been the
result of a subsidence of the group of hills, together with the adjacent
country; water (most likely of the sea) had then filled up the space,
and been the cause of all the appearances already described. But, in
this case, how is the water to be got rid of, unless we take it for
granted that there had been a subsequent subsidence of the gulf of
Cambay? That this has in reality either been the case, or that the
bed of this gulf must at one time have been upheaved, the existence
of the Island of Perim attests. For a moment, assuming the latter
theory to be correct, we can easily imagine that the bed of a large
sea being suddenly elevated, the water would overflow the neigh-
bouring country, which was nearly on a level with its surface before
the commotion took place. The water would then remain over its
new acquisition till time and the action of the water had deepened its
obstructed bed. And this theory derives some support from the fact
that several of the strata composing the Island of Perim have been
washed away from around it, which at one time must have formed
the bottom of the gulf, and the remains of these strata, forming the
island, are high above the water, as can be ascertained at once by a
look at the,sfiction of that island.1

From the general appearance of the country, there can be no doubt
that the deluge, from whatever cause arising, which filled up all the

1 See plate in No. 1 of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society's
Transactions.
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ravines and chasms which must have existed among these hills, con-
verting many of the former into perfectly level plains of half a niile
across, and leaving only the peaks of the hills uncovered, had swal-
lowed up the city of Balabhipura. The water would appear to have
become still like a lake; and that it had subsided very gradually, we
may judge from the accumulation of soil deposited.

The same appearance of hills as if rising out of water, that is, of
hills rising there out of the earth, while the surface of the latter
remains as flat as that of water, is seen in the hills of Balacheri, on
the west coast of Kattiawar; but there they are composed of trap, and
though in ancient times they appear to have been isolated from the
mainland, to which they are now connected by a narrow neck of wind
or tide-collected sand, yet the sea, during spring-tides, or strong
north-west winds, partially covers the flat land between the hills and
the mainland.

At Balacheri the agent is still working, while that at Chumara,
having performed its role, has ceased. These flats at both places are
most probably owing to similar causes, though under different actions,
and in the former case (Balacheri) the sea is slowly but certainly
receding from the land.

Notes in reference to the different works in which the city or dynasty
of Balabhipura is mentioned,

1. Asiatic Journal, vol. xxviii. p. 191. Colonel Todd discovered
that this dynasty had a distinct era. " The Balabhi Samvat, or era1

of the flight from Balabhipura, used in Saurashtra (Kattiawar), which
dates 375 years subsequent to Vicramaditya." The date of this flight
seems to be marked in the following passage from Todd's Travels in
Western India, p. 268:—

2. " Balabhi, the ancient capital of the princes of Mewar, when
driven from the land by the Indo-Getic invaders, during the first
centuries of the era of Vicrama. I was grieved to find that the city,
which in former days was 18 kos (22 miles) in circumference, and in
which 'the bells of 360 Jain temples rang the votaries to prayer,'
had left not a vestige of its greatness save the foundation bricks,
which are frequently dug up, upwards of two feet in length, and
weighing half a maund, or thirty-five pounds, each. The Gohil chief
rejoiced my heart to hear him give its ancient designation in full—

1 As shown by the Balabhi inscription. This era is also mentioned in the
Satrunji Mahatmya as taking its rise one century before that work was written.
Todd's Travels, p. 216.



156 NOTES ON THE ANCIENT

Balabhipura. He assured me there was absolutely nothing left to
interest a visitor, and I abandoned my design of proceeding there.
Balabhi continued to be occupied by a descendant of the ancient race
of Suryavansa princes until the time of Sid Raj, who expelled him for
his oppression of the sacerdotal tribe, on whom, upon the completion
of that gigantic temple, the Roodra Mala, at Sidpoor, he conferred the
city, together with 1000 townships in sasun (religious alienation).
It continued in possession of the grantees until internal dissensions
half exterminated the community, when one of the belligerents bribed
the Gohil chief with the offer of their adversaries' portion of the lands
to come to their aid; since which period, three centuries ago, they have
been subject to the Gohils."

3. The Yutis of Balli and Sandaree, in Marwar, the descendants
of those who were expelled, on its sack in S. 300 (A.D. 244). See
notice on the inscription at Mynal, in Mewar, which, in allusion to
the greatness of its princes, appeals to 'the gates of Balabhi,' proving
that they must have migrated from Balabhi, whose glories were at an
end when the northern invaders ' polluted the fountain of the sun with
the blood of the kine.'

4. " Not far from Balabhi there is a spot still sacred to the
pilgrim, called Bheemnat'h, where there is a fountain, whose waters in
past days were of miraculous efficacy, and on whose margin is a temple
to Siva." [Todd, Travels in Western India, 271].

5. " But the most celebrated was the capital, Balabhipura, which
for years baffled all search, till it was revealed in its now humble
condition as Balbhi, 10 miles north-west of Bhownuggur." [Annals of
Rajasthan, vol. i. p. 216.]

6. " The existence of this city was confirmed by a celebrated
Jain work, the Satrunjya Mahatmya. [Ib. 217.]

7. " The want of satisfactory proof of the Rana's [of Mewar]
emigration from thence was obviated by the most unexpected dis-
covery of an inscription of the twelfth century, in a ruined temple
on the table-land, forming the eastern boundary of the Rana's present
territory, which appeals to (the walls of Balabhi' for the truth of the
action it records; and a work, written to commemorate the reign of
Rana Raj Sing, opens with these words:—' In the west is Suratdes
[Surat—Saurashtra—Kattiawar], a country well known; the bar-
barians invaded it, and conquered Bhal-ca-nath [the lord of Bhal].
All fell in the sack of Balabhipura, except the daughter of Pra-
mara.' And the Sanderai Roll thus commences:—' when the city
of Balabhi was sacked, the inhabitants fled, and founded Balli, San-
derai, and Nadole, in Mordurdes.' These are towns yet of conse-



CITY OF BALABHIPUEA. 1 5 7

quence, and in all the Jain religion is still maintained, which was the
chief worship of Balabhipura when sacked by 'the barbarian.' The
records preserved by the Jains give S. B. 205 (A.D. 524) as the date
of this event." [Annals of Raj asthan, i. 217.]

8. " The tract about Balabhipura and northward is termed
Bhal." [Ib.]

9. In a note is the following:—" Gayni, or Gajni, is one of the
ancient names of Cambay (the port of Balabhipura), the ruins of
which are about three miles from the modern city. [Ib.]

10. " The solar orb and its type, fire, were the chief objects of
adoration of Silladitya of Balabhipura; whether to these was added
that of the lingam, the symbol of Bal-nat'h (the sun), the primary
object of worship with his descendants, may be doubted. It was
certainly confined to these, and the adoption of 'strange gods'
by the Sooryavanse Gehlote is comparatively of modern invention."
[Ib. 219.]

11. " There was a fountain, Sooryacoonda, 'sacred to the sun,' at
Balabhipura, from which arose, at the summons of Silladitya (accord-
ing to the legend), the seven-headed horse Septaswa, which draws
the car of Soorya to bear him to battle; with such an auxiliary no
foe could prevail; but a wicked minister revealed to the enemy the
secret of annulling this aid, by polluting the sacred fountain with blood.
This accomplished, in vain did the prince call on Septaswa to save
him from the strange and barbarous foe; the charm was broken, and
with it sank the dynasty of Balabhi. Who the 'barbarian' was, that
defiled with the blood of kine the fountain of the sun, whether Gete,
Parthian, or Hun, we are left to conjecture." [Ib.]

12. " Amongst the earliest of the tribes which conquered a settle-
ment in the peninsula of Saurashtra (the most interesting region in
all India) was the Balla, by some authorities stated to be a branch of
the great Indu-vansa, and hence termed Bali-ca-putra, and said to
have been originally from Balica-des, or Balk, the Bactria of the
Greeks (its former importance is still recognised in its epithet of Um-
ul-Belad, ' the mother of cities,' as we are informed by Mr. Elphin-
stone): whatever truth there may be in this tradition, is is powerfully
corroborated by the Bardic title bestowed on the chiefs of this race,
i. e., ' Tatta Mooltan Ka Rae.' Another authority asserts that Balla
was the son of Lava (pronounced Lao), eldest son of Rama; that he
conquered the ancient city of Dhauk, also known as Moongy-Patun,
capital of the region or division of the peninsula called Bala-Khetra;
that in process of time they founded the city of Balabhi, and assumed
the title of Bala-rae—that they were consequently of the race of
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Surya, not Indu, and of this stock are the Ranas of Mewar. The
present chief of Dhauk (who, when I passed, was in confinement) is a
Balla." [Todd, Travels in Western India, p. 147.]

13. " The Balla pays adoration almost exclusively to the sun, and
it is only in Saurashtra that temples to this orb abound1; so that
religion and tradition, as regards their descent and personal appearance,
all indicate an Indo-Scythic origin for this race, and in order to
conceal their barbarian (mletcha) extraction, the fable of their birth
from Rama may have been devised. The city of Balabhi, written
Wulleh in the maps, now an inconsiderable village, was said to be
12 kos, or 15 miles, in circumference. From its foundations gigantic
bricks, from one and a half to two feet in length, are still dug." [Ibid.
148.]

14. " We shall at once commence our extracts from the Komar-
Pal Charitra, which will introduce the change of dynasty and capital,
when the Chaura, or Saura, succeeded to the Balla, and transferred
the Gadi from Balabhi to Anhulwarra [now Veerawell Puttun]. (The
above work was written between A.D. 1143 and 1166). Anhulwara
was founded in S. 802, A.D. 746." [Ib. 149, 152.]

15. S. 1064, Mahmood2 placed one of the ancient rajahs on the
throne of Anhulwara,—probably Balabhi Sen. [Ib. 169.]

16. Anhulwara was destroyed in A.D. 1298 by Alla-u-din; it is
said to have been founded by Bunsraj, or Vansraja, son of the king
of Guzerat, whose capital had been sacked, and all killed but his
mother, who fled to a forest, and bore him there. It is stated Vansraj
was the posthumous son of Jusraj Chaora, Prince of Saurashtra,
whose capital cities were Deobunder [the port of Deo or Deva, called
Diu by the Portuguese] and Piittun Somnath; that, in consequence
of the piracies of the Chaora princes, the sea rose, and overwhelmed
the former city, in which catastrophe all were involved, save Soon-
derupa, the mother of Vansraj, who was forewarned of the danger by
Varuna, the genius of the waters. The infant, in gratitude to a Jain
priest (called Sailug Soor Acharya), became a Jain. At this epoch,
also, Bappa (called likewise Balla) Rawul, whose ancestors fled from
Balabhi, obtained Cheetore. This is the time of the introduction of
Islamism in India, and it was probably then that the Cattis crossed
the Runn in their passage from Mooltan, and established themselves
in the region of the Sauras—(it is not unlikely that the term Chaora
is a mere corruption of Saura; the same princes of Deo and Somnath

' There is one at Baroda and one at Benares, I believe.
2 Mahmud of Ghuzui iuvadud India in A.D. 1008.
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probably gave the name to the peninsula of Guzerat)—where their
influence became so predominant that the name of Catti-war super-
seded the ancient appellation of Saurashtra. [Ib. 152-4-5.]

17. " The Chaora princes of Deva Puttun were probably subordi-
nate to Balabhi." [Ib. 156.]

18. " The title Balhara was derived from Balla-ca-rae, whose
ancient capital was Balabhipoor, on whose site Ptolemy has placed a
Byzantium." [Ib. 160.]

19. " The kingdom of Kaschbin must be Kutch Bhooj, and we
might suppose that the small and poor kingdom of Hitrunje was the
chieftainship of Sutringa Palit'hana, still famous." [Ib.'162.]

20. An inscription was found among the ruins of Mynal, which
appeals to "the gates of Balabhi" as a testimony of the greatness of
the princes of Mewar, themselves the ancient Baharaes. [Ib. 269.]

21. "On the destruction of this city (Balabhipoora), "where the
bells of eighty-four Jain temples summoned the votaries to prayer,''
in the fifth century, by an irruption of the Parthians, Getes, Huns,
or Catti, or a mixture of all these tribes, this branch fled eastward,
eventually obtaining Cheetore, when the island of Deo and Somnatb-
Puttun, in the division termed Larica, became the seat of govern-
ment. On its destruction, in the middle of the eighth century,
Anhulwara became the metropolis, and this, as recorded, endured
until the fourteenth cenutry, when the title of Bal-ca-rae became
extinct." [Ib. 213.]

I transcribe the following legend from the Hindoo work entitled
the Shrawuk Pooshtook, called " Noomum pall sid-siant," a sort of
history of the famous Nuggur Parkur goddess, Parisnath, translated
by Captain McMurdo, as conveying the only hint, though an erroneous
one, as to the means of the entombment of the ancient Balabhipura;
for I have not the slightest doubt that, under the name of Wullee
Puttun, this city is indicated, though Captain McMurdo had no sus-
picion of its locale at the time of writing it.

"About 2500 years from the first promulgation of the Parisnath
worship, Heerna Chaarge Jutta, a follower of Parsan, resided in Puran
Puttun (Varuwel Puttun), the rajah of which place he had converted to
the Shrawuk religion, and they determined to set up a certain number
of deities. A native of Soeegaum, named Govindass, brought before
them the image of Parisnath, and prevailed on them to worship it.
On his way home to Soeegaum, and whilst in the act of praying to the
image, a koolee, incited to plunder, came behind and murdered him.
This koolee was afterwards slain by a rajpoot, who delivered the image
of the goddess to the sons of Govindass, who resided at a town called
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Wullee Puttun, a city forty kos distant from Puran Puttun. Some
years after, this city was deserted, and buried in the sands of the
desert."

I have divided the extracts from Colonel Todd's works into para-
graphs, for the convenience of reference in making notes on them.

Par. 2.—There is a very dubious meaning attached to the word
when in the following sentence, which I translate as meaning at the time
when:—" Balabhi, the ancient capital of the princes of Mewar when
driven from the land by the Indo-Getic invaders." It may either be
read in my way, or as meaning after they were driven out, though the
first is probably the correct reading. It is also much to be regretted
that Colonel Todd does not give the authority from which he learnt
that " Balabhi was 18 kos (22 miles) in circumference," and in which
"the bells of 360 Jain temples rang the votaries to prayers;" for in
par. 13 he says "that it was 12 kos (or 15 miles) in circumference,"
and for this measurement he again omits his authority. And in Par.
21 he has the following contradiction to Par. 2, " where the bells of
84 temples summoned the votaries to prayer/' but leaves us quite in
the dark as to whence he derives his information, though it was pro-
bably from the Mynal inscription that this last number was obtained.
It is also a great pity that he should have been contented with the
thakur's information, that " not a vestige of its greatness" remained;
for in all probability much information would have been obtained by
the inspection of these ruins by a man so well qualified for such inves-
tigations

In this paragraph we read that the prince of Balabhi was expelled
by Sid Eaj, for his oppression of the sacerdotal tribe. Is there not
some faint connection in this with the legend of the Brahman who was
refused lodging, &c. 1 It may be remarked as a very curious cir-
cumstance that he states this city as remaining in the possession of the
priests till the Gohils obtained possession of it three centuries ago.
Xow it seems quite impossible that a great and famous city like this
could have been buried in the earth by some great movement of
nature, and all traces of its whereabouts have disappeared until very
lately; and I think the remarks must be taken as applying to the
town of Wullee, which now represents it.

Par. 3.—Here we are at a loss for the authority that the northern
invaders " polluted the fountain of the sun with the blood of the kine,"
for the legend of Saptaswa, from which we may suppose it was
derived, only states [Par. 11] that the sacred fount was polluted with
blood.

Par. 5.—Instead of Balabhi, 10 miles north-west of Bhownuggur, it
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should be written Wullay, the inhabitants of which call the ruins
Vamilapura.

Par. 7.—Colonel Todd states that the records preserved by the
Jains (I suppose at Palit'hana) give S.B. 205 as the date of the sack of
Balabhi, which, if it means the Balabhi Samvat, equals A.D. 524; but
if, as it is more likely, it mean the Samvat of Vikrama, it would be
equal to 149 of our era; and both of these dates are at variance with
that (A.D. 244) given in Par. 3.

Par. 9.—In a note at page 217, vol. i., Annals of Rajasthan,
Gajni, or Cambay, is assumed as the port of Balabhipura. Xow the
great distance between the two places would naturally lead to doubt
on this subject, even were it not that we have evidence in the existing
remains of a once fine pier, built of granite, leading to the Bandar or
Karri, as mentioned in my description of the place, strengthened as
it is by a legend to that effect.

Par. 10.—The latter part of this paragraph will indeed be verified,
if what I have described as an enormous lingam should hereafter
actually prove to be so.

Par. 16.—In this "the sea arose" we have some support to the
theory of the entombment of Balabhi, which I had advanced many
years before I had perused or knew that anything had been written
regarding the ancient city which had attracted my attention. It is
probable that^ such a rising of the sea, as is here alleged to have
engulphedPPuttun Somnath, was the same as that which overwhelmed
Balabhi.

Inscription, in the Devanagari character, discovered in January 1822,
in Puttun Somnath, on the coast of the Saurashtra peninsula, fixing
the era of the sovereigns of Balabhi, the "Balhara kings of Nehr-
walla." [Annals of Rajasthan, vol. i. 801.]

"Adoration to the Lord of all! to the light of the universe (1) !
Adoration to the form indescribable !—him at whose feet all kneel !
In the year of Mohamed 662, and in that of Vicrama 1320, and that
of Srimad Balabhi 945, and the Siva Singa Samvat (2) 151, Sunday
the 13th (badi) of the month Asar:

" The chiefs of Anhulpoor Patun, obeyed by numerous princes
[here a string of titles], Bhataric Srimad Arjuna Deva (3), of Chauluc
race, his minister Sri Maldeva, with all the officers of government,
together with Hormuz of Belacool, of the government of Ameer
Rooku-oo-din and of Khwaja Ibrahim of Hormuz, son of the Admiral'

1 A Mussulman Admiral, or Nakhoda, was employed by the princes of
Anlralwara.

VOL. XIII. M
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(nakhoda) Noor-oo-din Feeroz, together with the Chaura chieftains,
Palook deva, Ranik Sri Someswa deva, Ram deva, Bheemsing, and all
the Chauras and other tribes of rank being assembled—Nansi Raja, of
the Chaura race, inhabiting Deo Puttun (5), assembling all the mer-
chants, established ordinances for the repairs and support of the tem-
ples, in order that flowers, oil, and water should be regularly supplied
to Rutna, Iswara (6), Choul Iswara (7), and the shrine of Pulinda
Devi (8), and the rest, and for the purpose of erecting a wall round
the temple of Somnath, with a gateway to the north. Keelndeo, son
of Modula, and Loonsi, son of Johan, both of the Chaura race, together
with the two merchants, Balji and Kurna, bestowed the weekly profits
of the market for this purpose. While sun and moon endure, let it not
be resumed. Feeroz is commanded to see this order obeyed, and that
the customary offerings on festivals are continued, and that all surplus
offerings, and gifts, be placed in the treasury for the purposes afore-
named. The Chaura chiefs present and the Admiral Noor-oo-din
are commanded to see these orders executed on all classes. Heaven
will bo the lot of the obedient—hell to the breaker of this ordinance."

NOTES.

(]). " The invocation, which was long, has been omitted by me;
but this is sufficient to show that Balnath, the deity worshipped
in Puttun Somnath, "the city of the Lord of the Moon," was the
sun-god Bal; hence the title of the dynasties, which ruled this region,
Bal-ca-rae, " the Princes of Bal;" and hence the capital Balicapoor,
"the City of the Sun," familiarly written Balabhi, whose ruins, as
well as this inscription, rewarded a long journey. The Rana's ances-
tors, the Suryas or sun-worshippers, gave their name to the peninsula
Saurashtra, or Syria; and the dynasties of Chaura and Chauluc, or
Solanki, who succeeded them, on their expulsion by the Parthians,
retained the title of Balicarae, corrupted by Renaudot's Arabian tra-
vellers into Balhara."

(2). " The importance of the discovery of these new eras has already
been descanted on in the annals : s. 1320 — 945. the date of this inscrip-
tion = 375 of Vikrama, for the first of the Balabhi era; and 1320— 151
gives s. 1169 for the establishment of the Seva Singa era, established
by the Gohils of the island of Deo, of whom I have another memorial
dated 927 Balabhi Samvat—the Gohils, Chauras, and Gehlotes are all
one stock.''

(3). " Arjuna Dova, Chaluc, was prince of Anhulpoor or Anhul-
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wara, founded by Vanraj Chaura, in s. 802 ; henceforth the capital
of the Balicaraes, after the destruction of Balabhi."

(4). " This evinces that Anhulwara was still the emporium of com-
merce, which the travellers of Renaudot and Edrisi describe.''

(5). "From this it is evident that the island of Deo was a
dependent fief of Anhulwara."

(6). " The great temple of Somnath."1

(7). " The tutelary divinity of the Chauluc race."
(8). " The goddess of the Bhil tribes."

> The sandal-wood gate of which, taken away to Ghuzni by Mahmud, was
brought back from that place in such great state by Lord Ellenborough.
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